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Abstract 
The main aim of the work is to solve the formulated research problem, which is the study 

of the principles of protection of historical lifting devices on selected examples and to assess 

the possibility of their universalization. It was found that it is possible to work out some 

guidelines and general principles referring to the monuments of engineering art on the exam-

ple of historical lifting devices. 

In the research, a need also arose to objectivize the assessment of monumental values rep-

resented by the examined devices. Thus, an additional aim of the work was formulated. It is to 

develop a method of assessing the heritage value of historical lifting devices. This method 

should focus on examining the advisability of their conservation. The possibility of their uni-

versalization to protect the heritage of engineering art should also be assessed. 

The dissertation uses the author's professional experience in the field of protection of archi-

tectural and engineering heritage and the results of scientific research in assessing heritage 

published by the Polish National Committee of ICOMOS. The dissertation also contains 

a synthesis of the history of the development of lifting devices in Poland and a catalog of re-

search objects, elaborated based on materials and information acquired within the framework 

of a research project carried out by the author and financed by the National Centre of Science.  

The carried out research is oriented to change the approach towards protecting monuments 

of engineering art. Historical passenger lifts show the problem of historical technical devices, 

which are both means of transport and cultural heritage subject to protection. Supported by 

legal analysis, the valuation method can facilitate legislative works to create an administrative 

tool enabling cooperation between two bodies, i.e., conservation offices and the Technical 

Inspection Office. 
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